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The mission of St. George 

Antiochian Orthodox Church  
 

Is to serve God and the community 

by commitment to the Gospel’s 

command to grow in the knowledge 

of Jesus Christ through faith, 

hope, and love. It is a parish of the 

Self –Ruled Antiochian Orthodox 

Christian Archdiocese of North 

America.   

The Orthodox Church follows the 

faith and practice of the apostles 

and disciples of Christ handed 

down by the ancient Christian 

fathers and twenty centuries of 

Church tradition. Genuine Christian 

life nurtures and stimulates our 

spiritual and moral development. 

The liturgical life of the Orthodox 

Church has been developing over 

the last 2000 years. By taking part 

in the mysteries of Christ’s life, 

death and resurrection at the 

liturgical services, the community 

members are drawn to repentance 

and the gradual change of their 

inner selves. 

To join the community of St. 

George or to find out more 

information, please fill out the 

Guest Book in the Narthex.  We 

hope this day will be spiritually 

rewarding for you.  Fr John will be 

happy to answer any questions.  

Join us in the hall after Liturgy for 

our Coffee Hour and Fellowship. 

 

His Eminence Metropolitan SABA, 
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan 

of all North America  

 

His Grace Bishop Anthony, Auxiliary 
Bishop of the Diocese of The Midwest 

 
 

V. Rev Father John Ojaimi, Pastor 
Archdeacon Yarid Sahley 

Office: (216) 781-9020  

Pastor's Cellular: (440) 665-6724 

www.stgeorgecleveland.com                                                 

Pastor’s E-Mail: frjojaimi@msn.com                                                                                                                             

 
 
 
 

Sunday January 07, 2024 
Tone 6/ Eothinon 09 

 
 

Synaxis of the Holy Prophet,       
Forerunner & Baptist John 

 
New-martyr Athanasios of Attalia;     

Venerable Brannock of Braunton  

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
We are glad you are worshiping with us   

today. There are Service Books in the pews. 

Orthodox Christians must be prepared for 

Holy Communion through Confession,     

Fasting, Prayer and by   being at peace with 

others. Please seek and give forgiveness    

before receiving Holy Communion. At the 

conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, please join 

us for coffee hour in the Parish Hall. 



Bread of Oblation is offered in memory of Minerva, Haseeb, Zeini, Mary, Jamal, 
Emile, Kamil and Nabile By Kar im Gantose 
 

Bread of Oblation is offered in memory of Raif, Bahij, Afif and Souraya Abdulkarim by 
Bassam Abdulkarim and Family 
 

Candles are offered for the Health, Safety & Spiritual Welfare of:  
All of our parishioners, their family members and their friends.  
The sick, shut-ins, homeless and needy  
Family & Friends by George Haddad 
Birthday Prayers for Karim Gantose 
Krim Gantose and his family by Kar im Gantose 
St. George Parishioners by Barb Aboid 
 

Candles are offered in Beloved Memory of: 
All of your beloved ones falling asleep in the Lord. 
All Clergy and servants of God. 
All the Victims of war and violence and diseases in the whole universe. 
Michel Hayek, Michael Simone & Bob Mourad by the Hayek family 
Wadia and Mary Ameen by their  Family 
Edward & Evelyn Haddad by their  & family 
Edward & Rita Fadel by his family 
Charles and Joan Haddad by their   family 
Joie Haddad by George Haddad and his Family 
William Isaac by his Wife June Isaac 
Ramona Darmour by her  daughter  Charmaine Darmour  
Khalil Alinati  and Florence Chbeir by Samir  and Clara Nader  
Lucy Aboid by Barb Aboid 

 

UPCOMING DIVINE SERVICES 

Sunday January 14,  2024 Orthros Service @ 9:30am; Divine Liturgy @ 10:30 am 

for the sick, sufferings,  
shut-ins , needy, homeless, victims of disasters, war 

and violence in the whole universe. 

“Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying, How 
can this man give us His flesh to eat? So Jesus said to them, 
Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of 
Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. He who 

eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will 
raise him up on the last day”.  
 John 6:52-54 

  “With fear of God, faith And love draw near”. 
Come to Church, Jesus loves you, we love you  

   we are waiting for you. 



Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday, January 07, 2024 
Tone 06/Eothinon 09; Synaxis of the Holy Prophet, Forerunner & Baptist John 

New-martyr Athanasios of Attalia; Venerable Brannock of Braunton  

















 

In 1 Timothy 5, Paul describes the church not as a building but as people       
dedicated to doing whatever it takes to reach out and help others. We have a 
responsibility to serve and help   others in need as the church. Caring for each 
other as well as those outside of the church is the  quickest way to see Jesus 
change lives. Too o�en, we see a need and wait for the pastor or someone on 
staff to take responsibility. But that’s not the way church works.  

Dear Saint George Family, Beloved in Christ 
 

Our community is fortunate to have such compassionate and loving Parishioners. Because of 
your pledge and support, our Church is able to continue to serve you and to support the needy 
families. As we read in the  2 Corinthians 9:7 “Each one must give as he has decided in his 
heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver”. 
 

What makes us Christians is our faith being reflected by our actions in a beautiful way that   
manifests our identity through our work of love. 
With The Parish Council we are making every effort to reduce our expenses, to ensure our     
reserve fund can be maintained for its intended purpose and the future growth and support of 
our Church. We are   asking  anyone who is financially able, to either mail a pledge donation 
check to the Church’s Office or Donate via our website Donation button. 
Also please let us know if you have any hardships that the Church can help with. We will try 
to support you in any way possible. 
In closing, we ask for  the Lord’s Protection to keep all of us safe, and to guide all of us to      
become  His new disciples and to serve and love His people 

RESERVE THESE DATES ON YOUR CALENDER 
 

General Assembly Sunday 01/14/2024 a�er Liturgy 
Sunday School Valen�ne Party 02/10/2024 @ 5: pm 

Young Adult Retreat February 23-25/ 2024 
St George Feast Celebra�on 05/ 11/ 2024 



God is the source of all our wealth. It’s in the Bible, Deuteronomy 8:18, NKJV. “And you shall 
remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth, that He may      
establish His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day. 
 

God says we rob Him if we don’t give tithe and offerings. It’s in the Bible, Malachi 3:8, NKJV. 
Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, ‘ In what way have we robbed You?’ 
In tithes and offerings. 
 

Do I tithe when in debt? We should pay what we owe to God first, and God will help us take care 
of our debts.It’s in the Bible, Psalm 50:14-15, NKJV. “Offer to God thanksgiving, and pay your 
vows to the Most High. Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify 
Me.” 
 

What if I can’t afford to pay tithe? God promises to richly bless us if we are faithful in tithes and 
offerings. It’s in the Bible, Malachi 3:10, NKJV. Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there 
may be food in My house, and try Me now in this,” says the LORD of hosts, “ If I will not open for 
you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that there will not be room enough 
to receive it. 
 

God owns all the money in the world. It’s in the Bible, Haggai 2:8, NKJV. “‘The silver is Mine, 
and the gold is Mine,’ says the LORD of hosts.” 
 

God asks us to give voluntary offerings for His work—in addition to the tithe. It’s in the Bible, 
Psalm 96:8, NKJV. “Give to the LORD the glory due His name; bring an offering, and come into 
His courts. 
 

We should give to God’s work willingly. It’s in the Bible, 2 Corinthians 9:7, “So let each one 
give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver..” 
 

What if I think the church is corrupted, am I still required to tithe and give  offerings?  
The temple practices were corrupt in Christ’s day, but Jesus still recognized the offerings as for 
God.  It’s in the Bible, Luke 21:3-4, NKJV. “ So He said, “Truly I say to you that this poor widow 
has put in more than all; for all these out of their abundance have put in offerings for God, but she 
out of her poverty put in all the livelihood that she had.” 
 

You can’t out-give God. It’s in the Bible, Luke 6:38, NKJV. “Give, and it will be given to you: 
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your  bosom. For 
with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.” 
 

We should give in proportion to the blessing God has given us. It’s in the Bible,  Deuteronomy 
16:17, “Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the LORD your God which 
He has given you. 



 
OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION OF 

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE VOTING MEMBERSHIP OF 
 

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Christian Church 
Cleveland, Ohio 

 
Greetings in the name of our Lord, God, and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 
I. Per Article VII, Section 1 of the Constitution of Saint George Orthodox Christian 
Church of  Cleveland, Ohio, the Annual General Meeting of the Voting Membership for the 
year 2024 will be held in Metropolitan Hall on Sunday January 14, 2024 after the Divine 
Liturgy. 

 
II. Per Article III, Section I, Paragraph A of the constitution, “The Voting Membership 
shall consist of all persons eighteen (18) years of age and over, regardless of sex, who have 
been baptized and accepted in the membership of the Holy Orthodox Church to its       
teachings, who accept, profess, and practice its faith and discipline and who subscribe to the 
temporal maintenance of this church, through payment of such dues, pledges, assessments 
as are prescribed by the Parish Council...” 

 
III. Per the Parish Council’s Prescription, The VOTING MEMBERSHIP of St. George 
Orthodox Christian Church of Cleveland, Ohio, shall consist of those Orthodox Christians 
who: (a) are 18 years of age or older, and (b) are regular and frequent in attendance at      
divine services and participate in the sacraments, and (c) support the temporal maintenance 
of the church (Pledges for 2022 and 2023 PAID IN FULL PRIOR TO THE MEETING). 
Those for whom financial contribution for the temporal maintenance of the church would 
prove a financial hardship are exempted from this responsibility while retaining the title and 
privileges of Voting Member. Such exemption, which must be applied for, is extended to: 
(a) full-time students; (b) those who are EXEMPT by the parish priest. 
 
IV. The Agenda for the 2024 Annual Meeting of the Voting Membership is: 

 1. Call to order.  
 2. Opening prayer. 
                    3.   Parish Council Chairperson’s Report. 
                    4.   Treasurer’s Report. 
 5. Fr. John Report  
 6. Old Business.  
 7. New Business 
                    8.   Election of 2 members for the Parish Council and one to be appointed.  
                    9.   Pastor’s announcement of results of the election. 
                   10.  Closing prayer. 
 



2627TH 2 



The Great Martyr George 
 

The holy, glorious and right-victorious Great-martyr and Trophy

-bearer George was a Christian Roman soldier killed                

under in Cappadocia, his mother was from Palestine, and thus he 

isDiocletian at the beginning of the fourth century. Though he 

was born  a particular favorite of many Palestinian Christians. 

He is also the patron saint of Moscow, Georgia, and England, 

amongst other places. The Church commemorates St. George on April 23, and the      

translation of his relics on November 3.  

 

According to Tradition, St. George was born to a Christian family during the late 

3rd century. His father was from Cappadocia and served as an officer of the          

army. His mother was from Lydda, Palestine. She returned to her native city as a 

widow along with her young son after the martyrdom of St. George's father, 

where she provided him with a respectable education and raised him in piety. 
 

The youth, it would seem, followed his father's example in joining the army soon    

after his coming of age. He proved to be a charismatic soldier and consequently 

rose quickly through the military ranks of the time. By his late twenties he had 

gained the titles of tribunus (tribune) and later comes (count). By that time St. 

George had been stationed in Nicomedia as a member of the personal guard      

attached to Roman Emperor Diocletian (reign 284–305). 
 

In 303, Diocletian issued an edict authorizing the systematic persecution of    

Christians across the Empire. His Caesar, Galerius, was supposedly responsible for 

this decision and would continue the persecution during his own reign (305–311). It 

is  believed that St. George was ordered to take part in the persecution but     

instead confessed to being a Christian himself and criticized the imperial decision. 

An enraged Diocletian proceeded in ordering the torture of this apparent traitor 

and his execution. 

Then, after innumerable forms of torture, St. George was executed by          

decapitation in front of Nicomedia's defensive wall on April 23, 303. The witness 

of his suffering convinced Empress Alexandra and Athanasius, a pagan priest, to  

also become Christians, and so they also joined St. George in martyrdom as         

consequence. St. George's body was then returned to Lydda for burial, where      

Christians soon came to honor St. George as a martyr. 

. 


